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WHEREAS, Filipinos have lived in the United States for over 430 years and have
contributed to the cultural, economic, social, and political life of Washington, the other Pacific
Northwest states, and the entire country; and
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WHEREAS, in 2016, the United States Congress passed the Filipino Veterans of World
War II Congressional Gold Medal Act of 2015, now enshrined as Public Law 1 14-265; and

WHEREAS, the Congressional Gold Medal is one of the highest civilian awards
bestowed by the United States, and represents a public expression of the U. S. Congress’
gratitude on behalf of the nation for the distinguished contributions of some 260,000 F ilipino
soldiers and guerrillas during World War I in the Philippines; and
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WHEREAS, at the national level, through the Filipino Veterans Recognition and
Education Project (FilVetREP), the National Federation of Filipino American Associations, and
the Filipino American National Historical Society, and at the local level through the FilVetREP
Region 8, as well as through the Washington State Department of Veterans Affairs, the
Washington State Commission on Asian Pacific American Affairs, and various Filipino
American organizations, these Filipino heroes continue to be recognized and celebrated through
the award of bronze replicas of the Gold Medal to eligible veterans; and
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WHEREAS, the Filipino Veterans Recognition and Education Project Region 8 has set
designated events in Olympia on April 14,2018, in Renton on April 15,2018, and in Wapato on
April 28, 2018, to recognize Filipino and Filipino American Veterans of World War II from the

states of Washington, Alaska, Oregon, and Idaho;
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NOW, THEREFORE, 1, Jay Inslee, Governor of the state of Washington, do hereby
declare April 2018, as

Filipino American Veterans of World War 11
United States Congressional Gold Medal Recognition Month
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in Washington, and I encourage all people in our state to join me in this special observance.
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Signed this 22" day of March, 2018

G-

Governor Jay Inslee
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